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1
Moses led the people of Israel out of Egypt. Later, when When Balak, the king of

Moab, hears that the Israelites have arrived on the border of his country, he is afraid
that so many people will eat up all the food in the land.

2
Balak sends messengers to the prophet Balaam, who was famous for his curses. Balak
says : ''These people have come from Egypt. They're filling my land. Come and curse

them. I know that people you curse are cursed and people you bless are blessed.'
3

Balaam tells the messengers : ''Stay the night and I will ask God what he wants me to
do.'' In the night Balaam hears God's voice telling him not to go with the messengers.
God says : '' You must not curse the people of Israel, because I have blessed them.''

4
The messengers return to the King. He decides to ask Balaam again. He sends more
even more important messengers. He also offers to reward Balaam richly. That night

God speaks to to Balaam again. This time he is told he can go with the men, as long as
he only speaks the words that God gives him.

5
The next day Balaam sets off with the King's messengers. He rides his donkey. On the
way the donkey sees an angel with a sword standing blocking the road. She stops, and
Balaam beats her to make her go on. This happens three times, and finally the donkey
lies down and refuses to move at all. Balaam is so angry that he beats her even more.



5
The next day Balaam sets off with the King's messengers. He rides his donkey. 

On the way the donkey sees an angel with a sword standing in front of them, blocking
the road. She stops, and Balaam beats her to make her go on. This happens three

times. The third time, when she sees the angel, the donkey lies down and refuses to
move at all. Balaam is so angry that he beats her even more than before.

6
God makes the donkey speak with a human voice. She asks what she has done

wrong, to make him beat her three times. Balaam replies that if he had a sword he
would kill her, he is so angry with her. She speaks again, asking him if she made a

habit of disobeying him, and Balaam has to say No, she is usually
a very good donley !

7
Then God open Balaam's eyes and he sees the angel standing in the road, with his

sword drawn and ready to kill HIM! The angel also asks Balaam why he beat his
donkey, when in fact she was trying to protect Balaam from being killed. The angel is

angry that Balaam is going with Balak's men. Balaam admits that he was wrong. 
He is frightened. Then the angel tells him that he can go on ONLY if he only says the

exact words God gives him to say. Balaam is frightened. He promesses to be
obedient, and so he continues his journey to meet King Balak.














